Press Release — 2012 Holiday Safety

The Town of Poughkeepsie Police Department rentimel€ommunity to be safe this
holiday season. The holiday season is a time Whes become hectic, we become
complacent and as a result are vulnerable to cridansider shopping with a friend or
family member so you’re not alone and you can watddr each other.

The holidays are a good time to update or creataae inventory. Take photos or
videos of items, and list descriptions and senmhhers. If your home is burglarized,
having a detailed inventory can help identify afadno stolen items. Also, write down
any account numbers and phone numbers to contaks laad lenders should you need to
cancel any financial accounts if you lose or haveryvallet stolen.

Whenever you leave your home, make sure your doadsvindows are secure, alarm
systems are on and packages out of view to dggetemtial burglar. If you're traveling
out of town, keep your lights on timers, have yduveway cleared of snow and have
neighbors keep an eye on your home and retrievergal. Criminals sometimes pose as
couriers delivering gifts or illegitimate peopleanganizations going door to door for
charitable donations. Ask for identification aheit Peddler's Permit issued by the
Town Clerk. If you're not comfortable or satisfiedth their credentials, don’t donate or
purchase from them.

Holiday shoppers make perfect targets for vehiotak-ins. Caution is advised when
choosing to leave valuables or shopping bags im yehicle. All electronic devices such
as GPS systems, radar detectors and other musniakd are tempting for criminals
looking to break-in to your vehicle. Plan ahead ade them at home and if you
absolutely must leave any valuables in your cagethem in the trunk and always lock
the doors. Anything of value, even loose charg@viting to a criminal. When
possible, shop during daylight hours and park ifi-itehighly trafficked areas of a
parking lot.

While shopping, stay alert to your surroundings)’tieave your purse unattended if you
must bring it with you. Consider carrying a snvadlllet and keeping it in your front
pocket and avoid carrying a large amount of cdsls not recommended to have your
debit or credit card PIN numbers written down inyavallet. If you realize your card
has been lost or stolen, immediately cancel yord aad contact the police. Don’t
overload yourself with packages and beware of ggemapproaching you or around you,
this may be a method of distracting you with themtion of taking your belongings.

On-line shopping can offer convenience but alsoamame with risks. Remember to save
your order numbers and tracking numbers shoulctckauee be lost or stolen. It is also
recommended that credit card information not beeston any site, in case their site is
hacked, putting your information at risk.
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When you're arriving or leaving the mall or stobe, aware of who is congregated around
the entrances and parking lots. Use caution wperoaching your car, take time to look
inside, around and even underneath your vehichas i$§ not the time to let your guard
down. Keep your guard up until you are lockeddasyour vehicle and on your way.

Report activity that seems suspicious to storerggaor the police. Whether you
observe a suspicious vehicle in your neighborhaalepicious person looking into
vehicles in a parking lot, contact the police. Rember to obtain information such as the
person’s physical and clothing descriptions, vehdgscriptions with the license plate
and the direction of travel for either. If youdiwr shop in the Town of Poughkeepsie,
store the police department’s phone number in pbione, 845-485-3666, or you can
dial 911 for an emergency.

If you have any questions, contact Sergeant Gallgetiuin the Town of Poughkeepsie
Community Policing Unit, at 845-486-7845. For mor®rmation on the Town of
Poughkeepsie Police Department, gavtaw.townpolice.net




