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Scoping Session - Hudson Heritage Project

PROCEEDI NGS
(7:39 p.m)

SUPERVI SOR TANCREDI : I want
to wel cone you to the Town Board
meeti ng of August 19th. Pl ease stand
for the pl edge.

(Pl edge of All egi ance.)

SUPERVI SOR TANCREDI : Rol |
cal | .

(Roll call was taken.)

SUPERVI SOR TANCREDI : Al |
right, we have a couple of public
heari ngs on the agenda tonight. So |
think we'll get right into public
heari ng nunber one. This is the
scopi ng session for the Hudson
Heri t age Proj ect. | know Hudson
Heri t age has been here before the Town
Board two or three tines. | think
t hey were before the Pl anni ng Board
once. Their project hasn't changed
nmuch.

I am going to ask our

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988



© o0 N oo o A~ w NP

NNNNN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 N O 00 M W N B O
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devel opnent director to cone up and
i ntroduce the public hearing, and then
we will start taking public coments.

I would just ask, as you
comment -- we have a |l ot of people, if
you could just Iimt your conmments to
t hree m nutes.

I wll just rem nd you that

witten coimments on this project, on

this scoping session are still going
to be accepted until August 31st, so
it's not like if you don't speak
tonight you'll mss out. W'IIl stil
receive witten comment until August
31st.

MR. NEI L W LSON: Nei
W son, Town Devel opnent Director, and
of course Special Counsel David Cooper
is with us as well.

The public hearing is on the
scopi ng docunent, a copy of which, if
sonebody w shes one, we actually have
sone additional ones on the table

out si de the hal |l way.

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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As the Supervisor said, we
wll be accepting witten comment on
t he scopi ng docunent until the 31st of
this nmonth. After that I wll be
conveni ng separate neetings wth our
consultant teamto go through the
comrents we hear tonight, through the
transcri pt and through the witten
comments that we receive by the
deadl i ne and conpare t hem agai nst the
draft scopi ng docunent that this board
rel eased | ast nonth and is the subject
of tonight's neeting with an eye
toward nmaki ng recommendations later in
Septenber to the Town Board as to
whet her or not to change or nodify the
scopi ng docunent in response to those
comments. So that wll be part of our
ongoi ng process.

I would like to turn it over
very quickly to David to sort of
sumari ze the environnental review
process goi ng forward.

MR, DAVI D COOPER: G eat.

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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Good eveni ng, everyone.
Good to see you agai n. For the
record, David Cooper fromthe law firm
of Zarin & Steinnetz; we are speci al
counsel on this matter. Also with us
tonight is Nina Peek from APRF, your
pl anni ng consultants for this project.

Quickly, as we net in July,
we' ve gone through the initial
procedural steps. The board has
al ready declared itself | ead agency
and coordi nator of the SEQRA revi ew of
this project. You are now review ng a
draft scopi ng docunent that was
provided to you, as we discussed | ast
nmont h. The scopi ng docunent is
essentially the table of contents for
what will becone the Draft
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent, which
wll be volum nous studi es, anal yses,
wth enpirical data, expert opinion,
etcetera, on a whol e host of potenti al
I mpacts, potential issues that this

board and the town and ot her i nvol ved

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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agencies will also want to take a | ook
at in judging this application.

You have before you a draft
scope. It's a hefty docunent, about
27 pages, laying out just the types of
anal yses that wll be gone through
Wth this process. The purpose of
tonight is to hear fromthe public and
ot her involved agencies and interested
agenci es who haven't already sent
comments to your board -- a bunch have
already -- to see if there are any
ot her potential issues that you should
be I ooking at that aren't in this
docunent .

One thing that I woul d say
is tonight is not a public hearing to

express pros or cons on the project

itself. That of course, as you
probably know, will occur when a DEIS
is -- when there is a public hearing

on the DEIS. There wll be other
publ i c hearings throughout the process

to discuss the project itself, the

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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pros, cons, substantive process.

Toni ght, this public comment
period is really to help your board
focus on whet her there are any ot her
issues in this scope that's before you
or not in the scope that's before you
t hat shoul d be before you. So
hopefully comments that we hear
tonight will be focused on than so we
can help you in judging and finali zing
t he scope, which should be finalized

in md Septenber. As the Supervisor

said, we are still going to accept
witten conmments up until August 31st.
W will then conpile the comments and

go forward with them fromthere.

Wth that, unless there are
any questions, |I'd turn it over to the
floor.

MR, W LSON: | woul d just
also like to say toni ght we have not
asked the applicants representati ves,
who are present, we have not asked for

a presentation. W've already heard

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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several presentations before this
board as well as the Planni ng Board.
We did ask themto bring al ong sone of
their nmaps and aerials, and they w ||
put those up in just a mnute, if
people wish to refer to them But as
David said, this is not a question and
answer type of public hearing. This
is to get input.

To the extent there are
questions those will be dealt wth at
the point in tinme where we have a
public hearing on the Draft EI' S
further down the road.

Now wi th respect to the
comments, we have already received a
nunber of outside agency comments. As
the witten comments cone in we are
actual ly having them posted to our
website so peopl e can see what ot her
posters are say. W wll continue to
do so. If you go to the hone page, in
t he upper right-hand corner you'll see

a reference to Hudson Heritage

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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Proj ect . Cick the link, and it wll

take you to the scopi ng docunent and

all the other docunents that will be
posted as well. And in the future,
that will include the draft and t hen

the Final EIS as well.

SUPERVI SOR TANCRED : G eat .

Okay, thank you, gentl enen.

MR. DAVI D COOPER: Thank
you.

MR, W LSON: Thank you.

SUPERVI SOR TANCREDI : So |
would li ke to suspend the rules for
public coment for public hearing
nunber one, scoping sessi on Hudson
Heri t age.

COUNCI LMAN CONTE:  Second.

SUPERVI SOR TANCREDI : Al |
those in favor?

(Board votes unani nously.)

SUPERVI SOR TANCRED : Does

anyone here wi sh to address the board?

Yes, sSir.

Pl ease, when you cone up,

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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just print your nane on the sheet for
t he record.

MR. ALAN STRAUBER: Good
eveni ng, nenbers of the board. My nane
is Alan Strauber. | am president of
Cal vert Vaux Preservation Alliance.

We are based in Staatsburg.

| suppose | am doing this a
littl e backwards. | have a bri ef
statenent | would |like to nake.
Cosigners along with our organi zation
on the statenent include Preservation
League of New York State, Al bany;

Spri ngsi de Landscape Restorati on,
Poughkeepsi e; Hudson Ri ver Heritage,
Rhi nebeck; J. Wnthrop Aldrich,
Retired New York State Deputy

Comm ssioner for Historic

Preservati on, New York State O fice of
Par ks, Recreation and Hi storic
Preservati on, Al bany; Francis R
Kowsky, SUNY D sti ngui shed Professor
Enmeritus, Buffal o, New York; Harvey K

FIl ad, Professor Eneritus of Geography,

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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Vassar Col | ege, Poughkeepsi e.

It goes like this. W, the
under si gned, are deeply concerned
about mai ntaining the historic
integrity of the grounds and renai ni ng
ori ginal structures of Poughkeepsie's
Hudson Ri ver Hospital site, designated
as a National Historic Landmark by the
Nati onal Park Service in 1989. The
grounds and bui l di ngs contain
significant design el enents by
i nportant nineteenth century
desi gners, Calvert Vaus, Frederick Law
A nsted and Frederick C arke Wthers.
VWhil e we do not consider ourselves to
be "anti-devel opnent," certainly we do
advocate for historic preservation and
t he concept of adaptive reuse. W
hope that adaptive reuse dictates of
t he past can be incorporated into
nodern day usage and passed on to
future generations in order to
preserve our uniquely Anerican

heri t age.

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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In his book, "The
Architecture of Frederick d ark
Wthers and the Process of the Gothic
Revival in Amrerica After 1850," noted
Architectural Hi storian and cosi gner
of this letter Francis R Kowsky has
witten of the Hudson Ri ver Hospital
that "Wthers' elevations were the
first significant exanple in the
United States of the application of
hi gh Victorian gothic design to
hospital construction. Professor
Kowsky's words, incidentally, were
quot ed extensively in the Nati onal
Park Service's | andmark desi gnati on
form In addition, we know t hat
ad nsted, Vaux & Co, who desi gned
Manhattan's Central Park, Brooklyn's
Prospect and Fort G eene Parks, anong
many ot her i nportant designs -- and
many of those are |ocated here in the
Hudson Vall ey -- furnished plans for
t he hospital grounds in 1866. And

this is corroborated by design

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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docunents held at the Frederick Law
A nsted National Hi storic Site,

proj ect job nunber is 12065, and
correspondence contained in the

d nsted Papers at the Library of
Congress fromthe period when d nsted
served on the commttee authorized to
choose a | ocation for the hospital
site.

W are glad to have | ear ned
that the entire Vaux and d nsted
"Great Lawn" will be preserved,
according to the devel oper’'s pl ans,
but remai n concerned about the roads
and the | andscapes as laid out in the
original design. W also renain
concer ned about preserving the entire
remai ns of Wthers' designs for the
adm nistration building and its
surviving wings. W refer the
devel opers to the adapti ve reuse of
the simlar National Hi storic Landnmark
structures at the Buffal o Psychiatric

Center, designed by H H Richardson in

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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1870 with | andscape pl ans by d nsted
and Vaux, currently undergoi ng
restoration and construction as the

Ri chardson A nsted Conpl ex in Buffalo.

In addition, we hope that
t he devel opers will avail thensel ves
of federal and New York State tax
credits for the preservation and
adapti ve reuse of the remaining
elements of this historic site. These
tax credits of course reward the
preservati on and adaptive reuse of
historic sites in accordance with U S
Departnent of Interior standards.

G ven that the site of the
proposed Hudson Heritage devel opnent
is located in the heart of the Hudson
Ri ver National Historic Landmark
District, as you know designated in
1990, the opportunity to contribute to
the thriving tourismeconony of the
M d- Hudson Val |l ey should al so be an
I mportant consi derati on. Cur

suggesti on would be to incorporate the

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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remai ni ng el enent of the Wthers'
design in the main adm ni stration
building and its wings into an
hi storic heritage hotel, preserving
its signature wde corridors in the
process. This will reflect the unique
characteristics of |ate nineteenth
century M d-Hudson Valley for the
enjoynent of tourists and visitors to
the region that we all | ove.

Overall, we are pleased that
t he devel opers are undertaking this
| ong-awai t ed adapti ve reuse project
and wll incorporate the significant
| andmar k desi gnated el enents of the
Hudson Ri ver Hospital site into their
design. W strongly urge that these
el ements, specifically the "G eat
Lawn", renuni ning | andscape and road
design, as well as the main
adm ni stration building along with its
surviving w ngs be preserved to the
full est extent possible in their

adapti ve reuse.

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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Respectfully submtted, the
organi zati ons and i ndi vi dual s t hat
| ' ve al ready nenti oned.

SUPERVI SOR TANCREDI : Thank
you.

Anybody el se? Yes, sir.

MR JAY ARZU: I would I|ike
to first thank the board for being

here toni ght.

Second, | would like to
i ntroduce nysel f. My nane is Jay
Ar zu. I amcurrently a senior at

Mari st Col |l ege, which is adjacent to
the hospital site. So the site plays
a special role for Marist students.
For nost of us it's what's that | arge
bui |l di ng over there. But for ne, |
think that it hel ped ne connect to the
valley a |l ot nore. | previously lived
in the Bronx, and when | first visited
the site | thought it was one of the
nost beautiful places |'ve ever been.
But to get to the point and

be brief, | agree with the gentl enan

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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t hat was j ust speaking. I think that
we need to | ook nore into adaptive
reuse policies, and we also need to
make sure that we nmake the site a

wal kabl e site.

Just | ooking at the
prelimnary plans you see that there's
a sea of parking lots, and | think
that that's sonething that's going to
push agai nst wal kability of the site.
Also, | would like to note that the
Fai rvi ew Town Center was once rezoned
be a wal kabl e nei ghbor hood, and as you
see now, it's Hone Depot, MDonal d' s
and a very unwal kabl e site. | woul d
hope that the devel opnent com ng for
the Heritage site that we could at
| east nmake it a place that woul d be
wal kabl e and preserve the architecture
for future generations.

SUPERVI SOR TANCREDI : Thank
you for being here.

Yes.

MR. M CHAEL McDEVI TT: Hi.

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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My nane is Mchael MDevitt, and | am
representing the comunity in
Preservati on Works. Preservati on
Wrks is a national advocacy conmunity
fromall walks of life commtted to
preserving plans by sharing know edge
and resources that support | ocal
preservation efforts and educate the
public on the historic and gl obal
significance of these irrepl aceabl e
enl i ght ennent structures.

The adaptive reuse of these
magni fi cent buildings is common sense
and achi evabl e. Strengt hening
econom c growh and culture identity
in the respective conmunities.

Just to |l et the board know
and the devel opers, also thank you for
allowng us to comment. W are
runni ng a Facebook group and t hrough
soci al nedi a have gai ned over 500
people in the span of one nonth. News
updat es published to our Facebook page

are able to reach an audi ence of over

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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5,000 people as of August 17, 2015.

I have a bunch of comments,
but I will be short and brief and
limt themto the adm ni stration
buil ding in south w ng. My concerns
wth the adm nistration building -- |
know that it sits within phase two of
t he scope, phase one being denolition
of the buildings on the south end of
the site. But | ooking to the
adm ni stration building, things start
to -- you need to | ook now.

For the adm ni stration
buil ding, the illegal renoval of
copper flashing during the | ast 18
nont hs has caused extensive
deterioration of the adm nistration
buil ding. A tenporary weather barrier
is needed to prevent further water
damage to interior spaces, simlar in
nature to roof repairs done | ast fal
on the anusenent hall.

Wrk to clear brush

surroundi ng the adm ni stration

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988



© o0 N oo o A~ w NP

NNNNN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 N O 00 M W N B O

Scoping Session - Hudson Heritage Project 21

bui | di ng. Brush has grown uni npeded
since 2005. Dense brush conceal s
illegal activity. Dense brush affects
police patrols.

Installation of tenporary
solar powered light to illum nate
front, side and coupled with renoval
of brush and illum nation of the area
will help deter illegal activity and
reduce risk of arson.

St eps shoul d be taken to
properly secure the adm ni stration
bui | di ng. Stabilization of this
building today is vital to the
adapti ve reuse plan. Continuation of
boardi ng wi ndows. Currently only the
first floor is boarded, which was done
by the state. A fully boarded
adm nistration building will greatly
deter trespass certifies.

Bl ock under ground access to
the adm ni stration building by sealing
the service tunnel that extends from

the north wing into the norther nnost

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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sub basenent of the buil di ng.

My comments for south w ng
are as follows: Preservation of
ornate iron work at the entrance tower
to wards 4, 8 and 16; incorporate into
new constructi on.

Recl ai m exi sting sl ate roof
of south wing, wards 4, 8 and 16.
| ncorporate reclained slate into the
adapti ve reuse of the central
adm ni strati on buil di ng.

Recl ai m exi sti ng belt
mol di ng and stone work from south and
north wing if denolition foll ows
t hrough to be incorporated into the
new construction of buildings in close
proximty to central adm nistration
bui | di ng.

Reuse of 1868 date stones
| ocated on south wng. These stones
can be found on the western facade.
Care should be given to renoval
rel ocate and preserve these

significant features. Possible uses

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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i ncl uded i1 ncorporation into new
construction or use in a nenori al.

Recl ai m st ai ned gl ass net al
framed w ndows.

It is understood that a
certain |level of denolition wll take
pl ace. Wat we ask is that careful
pl anni ng and exam nation of on-site
resources take place in order to
preserve conponents of the historic
facade of south and west wng. W
hope el ements of these wi ngs can be
i ncorporated i nto new construction at
the site to link the past with the
present.

W are excited for what the
future hol ds and hope the project
conti nues to nove toward. Thank you.

SUPERVI SOR TANCREDI : Thank
you.

Anyone el se? Yes, nm'am

M5. GREER RYCHUK: Good
eveni ng. My nane is Geer Rychuk. |

am t he superintendent of the Hyde Park

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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Central School D rect.

W wel cone the project. W
have capacity to educate the students
in our existing schools and | ook
forward to receiving the full
financi al support that acconpanies
t hi s devel opnent and the potenti al
i ncrease in our tax base that wll be
necessary to educate the additional
students. Thank you.

SUPERVI SOR TANCREDI : Thank
you.

Yes, sir.

MR. ROBERT YASI NSAC. Good
evening. M nane is Robert Yasinsac.
| appreciate the opportunity to cone
out here and speak today.

As with many in the
community | am pl eased to see that
there are plans for this property, and
I would |ike to speak to sone aspects
that are particularly of interest to
me. | have authored or co-authored

two books on architecture i n Hudson

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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Vall ey with the particul ar focus on
bui | di ngs that have been or still are
candi dates for adaptive reuse and can
be beneficial for the comunity in the
future. Oten buildings outgrow their
ori gi nal purpose, but they can be
preserved and i ncorporate i nto new
uses.

There is certainly a very
long I'ist of buildings successfully
preserved here in the Hudson Vall ey,
whet her they are industrial sites or
private honmes and nmany ot her buil di ngs
in between. One of the greatest
examples is a building contenporary to
Hudson R ver State Hospital in tine
and architectural style which is
Kingston City Hall. Per haps as
politicians nany of you have even
spent tinme over there. But you nmay
not be aware it was abandoned f or
about 30 years and in very poor
condition, and it actually was

restored about 15 years ago and

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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br ought back to new use as a beacon
for the city of Kingston.

I would hope that sim|l ar
wor k can be done here with the
preservation of the adm nistration
bui | ding at Hudson Ri ver State
Hospi tal and perhaps ot her buil di ngs
or structures, but certainly we'd |like
to encourage the preservation of the
mai n buil ding and particularly focus
on preservation to details and
| andscape features that nake an
I nportant structure.

So | just want to reinforce
sonme of the comments that were nmade by
t hose who spoke earlier. So thank you
again for giving us the tine here to
speak. And I w sh the devel opers best
of luck in reincorporating the
structures into their project.

SUPERVI SOR TANCREDI : Thank
you.

Yes, nmm' am

M5. YVONNE LOM : Good

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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eveni ng. My nanme Yvonne Lomi

[ phonetic], and I am a resident of
Poughkeepsie, and I am al so a nenber
of the Preservati on Wrks Hudson

or gani zati on.

And to further enphasis
everything that the precedi ng
gent | emen have spoke about, one of the
ot her aspects that | aminterested in
in the future use of the site are
i ncorporating within the ground a
sel f - gui ded wal ki ng tour.

Sonet hing -- | know t hat
t here have been sl ated sone paths and
wal kways, trails in the plans, but
sonething simlar to an exanpl e at
Locust G ove where they have panels
that show a picture and an
interpretive history to go al ong and
tal k about the history of the site.
That woul d be one recomendati on t hat
Il would |i ke to see happen.

And then the other are to

secure the tinme capsules that are
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buried in the site. They are in the
cornerstones of the -- pardon ne,
Cheney buil ding, the south w ng and
the rec center. And these have been
noted to us by the Hudson Ri ver School
of Nursing Al umi Association, and we
would like to try to coordinate with

t he devel opers and the deno crew to
have an unveiling of the tinme capsul es
and then al so i ncorporate them --
probably their future hone to see that
they go to the Nursing Alumi Miseum
Thank you.

SUPERVI SOR TANCREDI : Thank
you. Yes.

M5. KELLY LJUTI CH: Hi . My
nane is Kelly. | just have a coupl e
thi ngs to say.

First one is historic
communities don't cone from knocki ng
hi storic buildings down. Driving
around historic cities, parts of them
I i ke Al bany, Catskill, Hudson, these

cities have been revived, and they are
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beauti ful driving down the roads.
There are beautiful architecture
revived, | ooking so nmuch better than
three, four-story square buil di ngs

t hat have no personality, no
architecture to it. But wal ki ng

t hrough sonething like that, that's
hi story.

I love the idea of putting
pl aques and descri bing history of the
buildings. And | just think that
keepi ng the buil di ngs that have
hi storical significance is extrenely
i nportant. Because if you knock those
bui | di ngs down to put up a buil ding
just |i ke Cheney, then you're knocking
down Cheney, that doesn't nake any
sense. These buil dings are beauti ful,
and | really think they need to be
seriously considered to be saved. The
W ngs, adm n, everything. Not t he
south wng, but -- not the south part,
but the northern part | think it's

extrenely inportant to save. Thanks.
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SUPERVI SOR TANCREDI : Ckay,
t hank you.

Anyone el se? Yes, in the
back.

MR, RI CHARD GOLDEN: Good
eveni ng. My nane is Richard ol den
and | am an attorney, and | am
representing the Fairview Fire
District.

Basically what is stated is
what the scope needs to be -- it's
critical that the scope be revised in
order to properly analyze the true
i mpact of this project and ot her
cunul ative i nmpact projects on the fire
district and its ability to go ahead
and deal with human health and safety
concer ns.

As the Town Board is aware,
the Fairview Fire District
conmm ssi oned an i ndependent report by
the Center for Governnental research
to address the operational and capital

needs of the fire district in order
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for themto be able to properly and
safely serve the people and the
busi nesses in that area. The detail ed
report is dated Novenber 3rd, 2014.
It should be listed on page ten of the
scope as an inportant policy docunent.
And inmportantly, the scope should
require that this public policy
docunent, including its substance,
findi ngs, conclusions and mtigation
measur es, be substantively addressed
in the EIS

The report provides review
of the capabilities and the needs of
the fire district so that we don't
sinply gl oss over and i n general
fashion deal with these issues. They
need to be dealt with on a very
specific issue, dealing with specific
facilities, equipnent, personnel,
et cet er a.

Not to do that | think would
go ahead and really mss the nark with

respect to the significant health and
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safety needs of the town residents and
busi nesses within the district.

Enmbedded in the need to
expand the necessary fire and
energency response capabilities of the
fire district in order to address the
Hudson Heritage Project is the issue
of cost. And | go into nore detail in
the witten subm ssion, but | won't go
over the detail of that with you here.
But it's inmportant that al so be
addressed in the scope in order that
it be fully addressed in the EIS.

Rel ated to the issue of cost
is the need to have sufficient tine
for the fire district to go ahead and
design the facilities, hire and train
new personnel and purchase the
equi pnent that's going to be necessary
in order to go ahead and add quality
service this area.

In order to do that, it's
going to have to be phased in a proper

fashion, so that they do have tine to
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do all of those things. W can't go
ahead and have the project up and
running and yet there is a lag from
the fire departnent to go ahead and
purchase the necessary equi pnent,
design and build the necessary
facilities and hire and train the
necessary personnel .

In the witten materials it
al so di scusses with respect to the
fire district facilities and how it
does not nmake sense to go ahead and
have a fire facility sinply onsite
here from an operational point of
view. The fire district cannot
operate in such a disjointed fashion.
The fire district has plans and
intentions as to how this can be
properly adm ni stered, possibly by an
expansion of a |large public service
facility for both the fire, police,
anbul ance, etcetera.

Al so inportant for the fire

safety, fire fighting and anmbul ance
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and also police, is the need to have
anot her i nternal roadway connecti on
Wwthin the site. The way it's
configured right now does not
adequately lend itself to go ahead and
be the safest and npbst opportune way
to ensure fire safety and anbul ance.
It's unfortunate that the
proposed scope rel egates the
significant hunman, health and safety
concerns and capability of the
Fairview Fire District to that section
of the scope sinply entitled
Denogr aphi cs and Community Facilities,
on page 20. The scope shoul d be
nodified to require that all of the
i ssues noted right now and in ny
materi als be addressed in a separate
section of the EI'S concerni ng hunman
heal t h i ssues. SEQRA' s definition of
envi ronnent specifically includes a
requi renment to address hunan heal t h,
t hus SEQRA mandat es t hat the

cunul ative i npact of this and the
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other projects on the issue of hunman
heal th nust be addressed in the EIS
There can be no doubt that
the ability of the Fairview Fire
District to tinely and adequately
respond to fire and ot her energency
calls is a human health i ssue.
| ndeed, it's a life and death hunman
heal th i ssue. It is therefore
i nperative that the Hudson Heritage
scope be nodified to require that its
El S address in a separate section on
hunman health the i ssues of the present
and future capacity of the Fairview
Fire District to neet its human heal th
responsibilities, including the
equi pnent, facilities, personnel and
al so the necessary additional roadway
connections to the existing project
net wor k.
So on behal f of the Fairview
Fire District, | request respectfully
that the scope be nodified in order to

address all these concerns. And |
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have the full statenment here as well
as the report that | referenced, so
that it can be a part of the record.
Thank you.

SUPERVI SOR TANCREDI : Anyone
el se?

Dor een.

M5. DOREEN TI GNANELLI :

Si nce you ask for limted coment, |
Wil be submtting additional witten
conment s.

But | would |ike to say that
no one has yet addressed the fact that
this is 750 residential units and 350
t housand square feet of commerci al
use. That's |l arger than the average
Wal mart super center. \Wiile we hear
that this will bring in nuch needed
tax revenue, a mpjority of studies
have shown that cost of services from
residential growh exceeds tax
revenues gener at ed.

And then we al so have the

fact that several years down the road
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|'"'m sure that this project will cone
forward, |ike many other projects have
cone forward, and ask to have their
tax assessnent | owered, therefore
reduci ng the anount of tax revenue.

So under fiscal and econom c
i mpacts, | think anticipated inpacts
shoul d transl ate popul ati on growth
i nto consequent public service costs,
proj ect the revenues generated by
growt h, conpare devel opnent -i nduced
cost to revenues, and then take future
reducti ons and assessed val ue into
consi derati on.

And again, 750 units is a
huge i npact | believe. It's likely
that the devel oper will say he needs
that many in order for the project to
be economcally feasible, but | ask
you to keep in mind that they wll be
getting tax credits fromthe New York
State Brownfield d eanup Program and
that could be anywhere from you know,

amllionto up to $20 million. So

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988



© o0 N oo o A~ w NP

NNNNN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 N O 00 M W N B O

Scoping Session - Hudson Heritage Project

agai n, reduction of the nunber of
units is called for.

Regardi ng fl ora and fauna,
as the Environnmental Assessnent Form
says there is potential for a | arge
i npact on threatened or endangered
species. Any nappi ng of plant and
animal |life should take pl ace over a
range of seasons at optimal tines.

Regardi ng existing traffic
conditions, traffic accident reports
for the last three years that are to
be anal yzed should include traffic
acci dent reports fromthe Town of
Poughkeepsi e Police Departnent as well
as the DOT. They just nention the DOT
in the draft scope. And a |lot of
times the police departnent has
records of accidents that the DOl does
not get, due to the anmount of property
damage that nay have been caused.

| npact on noi se. The EAF
al so says there is potential |arge

i npacts from noi se, so an eval uati on
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of noi se inpact should include those
associ ated with renoval of buil di ngs
that currently act as noi se barriers.
And in addition to renoval of
bui | di ngs, inpact fromrenoval of
trees on the project site should be
eval uated, as trees also act as noise
barriers. And those inpacts should be
determ ned for |eaf-on and | eaf -off
condi tions, as sound carries
difficulty depending on the seasons.

Regar di ng geol ogy, soils,
t opogr aphy and steep slopes. Soil
anal ysis is needed to test for
residual PCBs. There was prior
contam nation on the site due to a
transforner fire, and a renedi ati on
pl an shoul d be prepared for any
addi ti onal contam nated sites that
m ght be encount er ed.

And st eep sl opes should be
quantified using the town's definition
whi ch is ground areas have having a

t opogr aphi cal gradi ent equal to or
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greater than 20%

Regar di ng surface and
subsurface water resources, existing
condi tions should address -- there's
three in the DEC database -- there's
three renedi ati on projects, VOO 657.
C-314120, and C-314121. And t hey
cover the landfill that was on the
site, which contai ned coal ash as well
as nuni ci pal waste. And then sone of
the other sites, again, there' s PCB
contam nation found in stream sedi nent
due that transfornmer explosion. So
any contam nati on found obvi ously
needs to be addressed.

And t hen regarding
del i neati on of existing streans,
wet | and an wetl and buffers. During
peri ods of bel ow nornal rainfall
protocols for delineations under such
condi ti ons should be foll owed.
Because you woul d not be finding
vernal pools in the mddle of a

dr ought .
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So again, | wll be
submtting ny witten comments, but |
do believe that the potential inpacts
fromthis project need to be reduced,
and reduci ng the nunber of residential
units would hel p. Thank you.

SUPERVI SOR TANCREDI : Thank
you, Dor een.

Anyone el se? Virginia.

M5. VI RA NI A BUECHELE: Good
evening. Virginia Buechele, Wndsor
Court.

First of all, in regard to
hi storical and cultural resources I
want to say | agree wth the speakers
who spoke in regard to adaptive reuse
and historic preservation before ne.

Hudson Ri ver State Hospital
hol ds a special place in the hearts
and m nds of many around here. If you
have |lived here any length of tine or
had famly fromhere, it's bound to
have touched your life or the Iife of

sonmeone you | oved or had | oved at sone
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poi nt .

Wth that said, also in
regard to historical and cultura
resources, unless | m ssed sonethi ng,
| only note consultations wth the
town's H storic Preservation
Conmm ssion and SHPO, the State
Hi storical Preservation Ofice.

This is a huge project with
a long history and very historically
significant. Therefore, | would
request in sone form-- | don't know
how it would be added to the scope or
what ever -- and since this is a | ocal
project wth |local significant
hi stori cal inpact that consultations
al so be conducted wth the Dutchess
County Hi storical Society and the
Dut chess County Hi stori an. | don't
know why we shoul d | eave out such very
i nportant degreed people in the
historical field that are right here
i n our own backyard. So pl ease

consider consulting with the Dutchess
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County Hi storian and the Dutchess
County Hi storical Society.
In regard to traffic, | see

the Route 9 | and use study quoted, and

woul d be referred to. It's been sone
time since | saw that study. I am
aski ng that sonmewhere -- it may

already be in there and | mssed it --
that the option is left open for a
connecting road from9 to 9G It
woul d help alleviate the traffic, and
once certain structures are built or
paved over, that option could be cut
out . Il would |like to see sonewhere in
the plans that that option is left
open for sone point in the future.

I do see that you are going
to address in the scope connections to
adj acent roads. | am hopi ng W ndsor
Court isn't one of them | don't
think we want the traffic com ng
t hrough W ndsor Court, except for
ener gency access. Unl ess the town

wants to take it over.
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SUPERVI SOR TANCREDI :
Pr obabl y not.

M5. BUECHELE: I wll be
addr essi ng sone other comments in
witing before the 31st. Thank you
for your tinme, and thank you for this
opportunity to speak.

SUPERVI SOR TANCREDI : Thank
you, Virginia.

Anybody el se? Jim

One gentl enen up here, and
t hen you can be next.

MR. JI M BERETTA: Thank you.
JimBeretta, 29 Col burn Drive. My
comments will be related to community
character and quality of life.

I have to tell you that as a
person that travels frequently between
Town of Poughkeepsi e, about the
Spackenkill road point, north to Hyde

Park and often to Rhi nebeck, ny wife

does it nore than ne, | dread the day
this project wll nove forward.
Because this will extend the traffic
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mess up beyond Mari st Col |l ege, which
is sort of a cutoff point for us now,
where the traffic goes from si x and
seven | anes down to four and then, you
know, down to two up in Hyde Park.

750 units, plus a shoppi ng
pl aza, plus a potential hotel is going
to -- | nmean just the 750 units, |
mean | haven't seen the data, but
that's got to add at | east a thousand
cars there. You're going to add a
hotel, you're going to add the
shoppi ng. How many traffic lights is
this going to add?

It is just, you know,
horrendous to have to travel back and
forth on Route 9, you know, as it is,
and this would just extend that ness
as far as | am concer ned.

In terns of, you know,
Fairview Fire District, you know,
tal ked for thensel ves. I nmean being a
Comm ssioner in a neighboring fire

district, you know, | have a little
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bit of sense for |ooking at this. And
| read the articles in the paper and
everybody tal ks about the tax revenue.
G anted, you know, this wll provide
sonme revenue, and Fairview needs it.
But | also see a trenendous | oad

t here. I nean we're tal king for
police and fire. And you know, that
never cones out. I don't know who's
got a nodel that's going to be able to
show t hat those services are going to
get the revenue to cover the | oad they
are going to get on it. So the Town
Board and Pl anni ng Board and the
residents all need to consider that

t oo.

To follow up on a point that
was made earlier, you know, very, very
often we see these project cone in and
tout all this tax revenue, and then
they cone in after a year and ask for
tax certs. In terns of a fire
district you don't get an opportunity

to vote as to whether the town accepts
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that or not. The schools sonetines,
you know, have an opportunity to do
that, as | understand. But fire
districts, you know, you m ght think
you're getting a good deal up front,
and then the Town Board votes for a
tax cert, and your tax revenue is
starting to vani sh.

I would end with one thing.
| used to work with a guy that | found
out lived in Paramus, New Jersey.
Know ng what a ness Paranus, New
Jersey was and that Route 4, Route 17
area, when he told ne that he lived in
Paranmus, | just hope the expression on
my face didn't show what | was
t hi nki ng, which is why in god s nane
woul d anybody want to |ive in Paranus.
But | didn't want to insult him
because he's a friend of mne. Now I
know what happens. This stuff just
grows up around you. It's not a
consci ous deci sion sonetines. You

don't choose to |live there. W& have

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988

47



© o0 N oo o A~ w NP

NNNNN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 N O 00 M W N B O

Scoping Session - Hudson Heritage Project 48

lived here for 33 years. W enjoyed
the area. W enjoyed the conveni ence,
but it's go getting worse and worse
and worse. And this will just add to
t hat i npact.

SUPERVI SOR TANCREDI : Thank
you, Jim

CHARLES: M nane is
Charles. | am a Dutchess County
resident, voter and property tax
payer. And | don't know if anyone
el se nentioned these two issues. One
of them cones from ny own
specialization fromthe constructi on
conpany that I work for in terns of
accounti ng and the processing of the
tax credits when you're naking
purchases for tax exenpt jobs. And ny
concern i s devel opers and sone
contractors do purchases that are --
which will look on its face as being
tax exenpt or they can claimit to be,
but in the end it's not really

material for the actual buil ding or
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denolition.

The second one is -- and
this is comng fromthe conpany that I
work for -- it's really essential when
you're going into a massi ve project
li ke this and you' re havi ng one
property devel oper involved is doing
an extensive audit of their
accounti ng, making sure they have
enough funds to conplete the job.
Because the reason why | am nenti oni ng
that is on sone jobs -- | can't go
into details because of
confidentiality that ny conpany
specifies not to be disclosed in their
enpl oyee handbook, but we've had
situations where a devel oper cones in,
awar ds the conpany or a conpany to do
a job, and then suddenly decides we're
going to file bankruptcy, |eaving the
constructi on conpany that was doi ng
the work and the property owner or the
| ocal community holding the bag to try

to complete the job. And that's one
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t hat has unfortunately happened to us.
And | woul dn't want residents and
busi nesses |i ke, you know, everyone
living in this area to be holding the
bag to try to fund it afterward.

The other thing I want to
mention, and that is on the newer
t opographic maps it doesn't show, but
on the ol der ones of the 1946
t opogr aphi ¢ survey, there's a stream
runni ng right through the property and
goes all the way down into the Hudson
Ri ver. My concern i s, as happened
wth | believe it was Metropolitan
State Hospital in Massachusetts, when
you have coal fired furnaces or oi
burni ng coal, after burning, the
resi due that was dunped right next to
where their furnaces were or their
i ndustrial plant actually was -- had
to be identified as a Superfund site,
because of nercury and ot her
contam nants that were polluting the

area, in addition to PCBs and asbest os
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that m ght trickle into water areas
such as this. So to ne that's really
nor e concerni ng, especially when we
are trying to keep the Hudson as cl ean
as possible to try to bringing back
t he environnent and nmake the Hudson
somewhat nore swi mmabl e. Thank you.

SUPERVI SOR TANCREDI : Thank

you.
Anyone el se? Yes, in the
back.
MB. KAREN COSGROVE: M nane
is Karen Cosgrove. | am a 45-year

resi dent of Poughkeepsi e and now Hyde
Par k.

I am just speaking as a
person who i s concerned about
devel opnent in the area, and | think
this is a beautiful historical site
and it deserves sonet hi ng speci al .
And this project is not special.

And | al so hope that the
devel opers have been vetted. That

they will be held to what they said
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they will do, and they woul d be abl e
to finish the project and not pull
out, as often happens.

So | again, | think this
pi ece of property deserves a very
speci al touch, because we all know,
once sonething is flubbed, it's gone
forever, and we all say we could have,
we shoul d have, and then it's ruined.
So | hope we take that into
consi deration before we let it happen.
Thank you.

SUPERVI SOR TANCREDI : Thank
you.

Anyone el se?

M5. NI COLE SPANGENBURG So
| just wanted to say had that --

SUPERVI SOR TANCRED : Name,

pl ease.

M5. SPANGENBURG. M nane is
Ni col e Spangenburg. | am 17 years
old, and I live in New Jersey. | am a

hi gh school student.

| realize the biggest way to
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spread a love for history is to show
people in real life that it happened
and it shoul d happen. | " ve seen
different places be destroyed such as
the Graystone Psychiatric Hospital in
Morri st own, New Jersey. It was
knocked down, and so many people are
already regretting it.

I just want to say al though
econom c aspects of this project are
very real, and everything peopl e have

said is very real and the traffic and

the econom c responsibility of abating

t he buil di ng and what not . It's
reality, and we have to face that.
But al so keep in mnd that the
hi storic treasure that this is, we
have to just keep trying. You j ust
can't give up. Although it's a big
| oad, you just have to recognize it's
a historical beauty. That's all |
wanted to say.

SUPERVI SOR TANCREDI : Thank

you.
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Anyone el se?

(No response.)

I make a notion to close the
publ i ¢ heari ng.

COUNCI LMAN CONTE:  Second.

SUPERVI SOR TANCREDI : Al |

those in favor?

(The Board voted unani nously
aye.)

(Wher eupon, the
above-captioned Public Scopi ng Session

concluded at 7:54 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

I, Karen Schm eder, a
Certified Shorthand Reporter,
Certificate No. 768, and Notary
Public, do hereby certify that I
recorded stenographically the
proceedi ngs herein at the tine and
pl ace noted in the headi ng hereof, and
that the foregoing transcript is true
and accurate to the best of ny

know edge, skill and ability.

I N WTNESS VWHERECF, | have
hereunto set ny hand this 8th day of
Sept enber 2015.

> il

V'

} &l

KAREN SCHM EDER, CSR, RMR
Regi stered D pl omate Reporter
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