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Architectural Survey

Background and Introduction

A total of 55 structures remain standing on the portion of the former campus of the Hudson River State
Hospital (later Hudson River Psychiatric Center), within the lands now owned by EFG/DRA Heritage, LLC.
These structures were surveyed in 1990, at which time determinations of eligibility were made for the
majority of the structures. The construction dates attributed to each structure at that time appear to be
dependent upon Building/Structure Inventory forms generated internally in 1980, which presumably
made use of documentation which is no longer available.

A number of these structures and associated landscape features were included in a proposed historic
district, identified in 1990 (Kuhn 1990). The Administration Building (Building 051) was separately
nominated and subsequently listed as a National Historic Landmark, in 1989.

The Higgins & Quasebarth survey of 2005 made extensive use of published institutional and state
reports. This information is generally reliable, but is somewhat dependent upon correct attribution of
construction activities to a particular structure. There are several instances wherein the information
provided by that survey is doubtful.

The following report consolidates the results of previous surveys, and presents an outline of what is
presently known of each structure—including construction date, architect (if known), and notes on
condition, if not apparent in the photographs, and on the interior, if accessible. Many years of deferred
maintenance, followed by a generation of abandonment has resulted in much damage to the structures,
and so many, but not all, are in poor condition.

Given the changing uses to which each structure was put during its occupation by the hospital, it seems
prudent to use the structure numbers conventionally used by the administration to designate each
building. The building numbers used here are taken from facility plans dating to 1990 and earlier.
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Structures

Note on Razed structures

Several of the structures which were included in one or more of the surveys of the site undertaken since
1990 (Kuhn 1990, Chazen 1999, or Higgins & Quasebarth 2005) are no longer standing. The Chazen list
and site plan has been used as a base document; structures no longer standing today are indicated in
the text under their respective building number heading.

Building 011

Constructed in 1932, this building was known as the Poucher Home (Kuhn 1990). It was chiefly used as a
residence for married staff, and housed 25 married couples. It was also used as housing for student
nurses. It is alternately assigned a completion date of 1935 (Higgins & Quasebarth 2005: 10).

The building is constructed of brick on a concrete and steel frame, and has a flat roof. It was designed in
a stripped-down version of Collegiate Georgian style, and features a limestone frontispiece (Figure 1 and
Photo 1), stringcourses and sills. The brick facade is laid in common bond, with every five rows being a
header row, and makes use of clinker brick. The interior consists of a central stair hall with an
intersecting double loaded corridor. Small rooms flank this corridor on each floor. Materials used in the
building are chiefly plaster on metal lath, terrazzo, and tile.
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Photo 2. Building 011, looking southwest.
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Photo 3. Detail of entry frontispiece of Building 011.
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Photo 4. View of main staircase, first floor, looking east.
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Photo 5. Typical room, looking west.

Building 012

(Staff house No. 4) Constructed as a staff residence building in 1932 (alternately said to have been
completed in 1935), this structure housed five families (Kuhn 1990; Higgins & Quasebarth 2005: 10).
The building was constructed simultaneously with Building 068 (Staff house No. 3); and it is possible that
the group may have taken as long as three years to plan and complete.

The building houses multiple residential units, but is made to appear like a large single family dwelling
consisting of a central pavilion with attached flanking gable-end pavilions. Each of the three pavilions
are two-stories in height, and are connected by one-story hyphens which feature enclosed porches at
their second floor level. This device provides both a visual separation as well as affording partially
enclosed areas for the use of the occupants of the central apartments. The end pavilions feature similar
enclosed porches at the first floor level.

The exterior of the building is sheathed with brick laid in common bond. Overall detailing for the
building represents a stripped-down version of Georgian domestic architecture, the simplifications of
massing, roof overhangs and detailing having been inspired by the Art Deco aesthetic then current.

The structure of the building consists of conventional wood framing. Interiors are finished with plaster
walls, hardwood floors, and terrazzo or tile for the floors of the enclosed porches. The principal
staircases are partially enclosed with square paneled columns and balusters and each unit has at least
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one fireplace; the woodwork of these elements and door and window architraves all partake of a
simplified Georgian aesthetic.

Only one unit was accessible during the site visit. This unit is a duplex, and is believed to be
representative of the remaining residential units in the building.

Rl

Photo 6. Building 012, Staff House 4, looking north.
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Photo 8. Building 012, Staff House 4, looking west.
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Photo 10. Interior, looking east in Building 012, showing a parlor.
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Photo 11. Building 012, a typical attic bedroom.

Building 013 thru 015 (Ryon Hall)

Constructed in 1932 (Kuhn 1990), the three pavilions which make up Ryon Hall were designed to house
violent and criminally insane patients. The complex is alternately said to have been “completed in 1935
as a continued treatment building and kitchen/dining room” (Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:10).

Ryon Hall consists of a group of three large structures which were used beginning in the 1930s for the
hospitalization and treatment of patients. The exterior of the complex makes use of the Georgian style
and the complex is broken down into pavilions in an effort to give it a more humane scale. The exterior
is sheathed with brick laid in Flemish bond, and features limestone (and possibly cast stone) details. The
interior is presently largely inaccessible; the two spaces which were available for examination show the
interiors to have been finished with plaster on metal lath, with a minimum of detailing, belying the
institutional use of the building (Photo 14). The interiors are broken up by the insertion of later
partitions and dropped ceilings.

10
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Photo 12. Buildings 013 thru 015, Ryon Hall, looking southeast.
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Photo 13. Ryon Hall, Buildings 013 thru 015, main entrance, looking south. Photo by Hendrik Kam.
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Photo 14. First floor interior of Ryon Hall, looking northwest, giving a general sense of typical finishes and condition.

Building 023
(Staff house No. 11) Constructed in 1945 (Kuhn 1990). Construction date of this structure was unknown
to Higgins & Quasebarth (Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:10).

Building 023 is a small ranch-style house, typical in form for suburban dwellings constructed in the post-
war years, but incongruous in the context of the Hudson River State Hospital campus. It is a wood-
frame structure, one-and-one-half stories in height, and has an inset front porch. Its interior was not
accessible.

13
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Photo 15. Staff House 11, Building 023, looking northeast.

Building 025

An open pavilion with built in seats, this structure was completed in 1934 (Higgins & Quasebarth
2005:11). Kuhn cites an alternate construction date of 1920 (Kuhn 1990). Given the close relationship
of this structure to Brookside (Building 067), constructed ¢.1929-31, it is more likely that the date of
1934 for its construction is correct, and that it was built as an outdoor recreation pavilion for occupants
of Brookside. It is largely constructed of pine or cedar saplings left in a rough state and detailed in a
manner most closely associated with Adirondack camps, making use of branches and twigs of irregular
form. The gable-roofed pavilion has no interior divisions, and features built-in benches around its
perimeter.

14



Hudson Heritage, Former Hudson River State Hospital Site, Town of Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County, New York
Structure Survey

Photo 16. Building 025, an open-air recreational pavilion, looking northwest.

Photo 17. Interior of Building 025, looking northwest.

15
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Building 029
Staff house No. 13. Kuhn indicates a construction date of 1904 for this structure (Kuhn 1990). Alternate
sources suggest a construction date in the early 1930s for this structure (Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:11).

Based upon an examination of this structure, it appears that this small house, which features two
principal rooms with a central chimney and attached ancillary spaces, was constructed in 1904 as Kuhn
indicates. The enclosed front porch and kitchen likely represent additions from the 1930s, thus
explaining the inconsistency between the construction dates assigned to this building. An undated
survey of structures on the HRSH campus indicates that this house underwent multiple renovations.

A one-story wood-frame house of rectangular plan with broad gable roof and an enclosed front porch
with cross-gable roof, the interior of this structure has begun to collapse due to water infiltration
(Photos 20 and 21).

Photo 18. Building 029, Staff house 13, looking north.
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Photo 19. Building 029, looking west at a portion of the north elevation and vestibule.

Photo 20. Building 029, interior looking northwest, showing central chimney with paired fireplaces.

17
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Photo 21. Building 029, kitchen looking south. The floor has partially collapsed in this space.

Building 030a and Building 030b

Kuhn assigns a collective construction date of 1950 for buildings 030a and 030b (Kuhn 1990). These two
single-car garages, both of balloon frame construction appear however to have been constructed
sometime between ¢.1905 and c.1935. One (Building 030a) features a single-slope, nearly flat roof; the
other (Building 030b) is covered with a gable roof. Building 030a has nearly collapsed; Building 030b is
in better condition but its walls have begun to bow outward. Both structures lack interior finishes, the
walls and ceilings consist of the back sides of each structure’s wall and roof sheathing.

18
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Photo 22. Buildings 030a and 030b, looking east-northeast.

Photo 23. Interior of Building 030a, looking northeast.
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Photo 24. Interior of 030b, looking northeast.

Building 033

The powerhouse. A lighting plant was constructed in 1894, consolidating earlier facilities located
throughout the property. The powerhouse was constructed in 1910 and expanded in 1933 (Higgins &
Quasebarth 2005:11). Kuhn proposes an alternate construction date of 1929 for the facility (Kuhn
1990). An undated survey of structures on the HRSH campus attributes construction dates of 1929,
1934 and 1954 to this complex, and indicates that it was “rehabilitated” in 1965, 1966, 1967, 1968 and
1970 (OPRHP files).

Itis likely that the two low gable-roofed brick masonry structures with Roman bath-form windows and
cast stone trim which form part of this complex date to the late 19" or very early century; their design
makes use of a similar aesthetic vocabulary as that of the Administration Building, which was completed
during that same period (Photo 25).

It appears that a portion of the earlier structure was razed when a new high bay area, approximately
four stories in height, was constructed in the late 1920s or early 1930s. The newer portion of the
complex makes use of brick sheathing on a concrete structure, and features cast concrete details. It
makes use of Moderne style aesthetics in its detailing.

The gable-roofed pavilions feature undivided interiors with bare brick exterior walls; their roofs are
supported by exposed iron trusses. The interiors of the 20" century portions of the building were not
accessible.

20
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Photo 25. Building 033, the power plant, looking northwest. The gabled pavilion at left front may date to 1894, that at the right
front may have been constructed in 1910.

Photo 26. Building 033 looking southeast.
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Photo 28. Interior of one of the 1894 portion of Building 033, looking south.
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Building 035

The Avery Chapel. This protestant chapel was constructed sometime after 1922 (Higgins & Quasebarth
2005:11). Kuhn and an undated survey attribute a construction date of 1925 to the building (Kuhn 1990;
OPRHP files). The pipe organ was constructed by the Estey company as their Opus 2498, and was
installed in 1926 (http://www.esteyorgan.com/opuslist.html, accessed 16 February 2015).

The chapel consists of a one-story brick structure with limestone trim. Although not evident from a
cursory inspection, an undated survey of the buildings on the HRSH campus describes the structure of
this building as “steel, brick and wood” (OPRHP files). The prominent gable roof is covered with slate,
and features a small copper cupola. A small projecting vestibule is located on the south front of the
building.

The principal interior space is a sanctuary. Exposed wood trusses support the roof, and the ceiling
consists of stained boards. Windows on the side elevations consist of paired sash in limestone frames,
each window having a gothic-arch top. A triple sash of gothic-arched windows lights the chancel at the
north end of the building.

Photo 29. Building 035, the Avery Chapel, looking west.
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Photo 30. Building 035, looking southeast. Photo by Henrik Kam.

Photo 31. Looking north in Building 035, the protestant chapel.
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Building 036
Building 036, a “bus terminal building” or “storage building”, which may have been constructed in 1942

(Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:11; Kuhn 1990). This structure was included in the NHL nomination form,
but was razed at some date after 2005.

Building 037

Electrical shop. “This building was originally the vegetable cellar and loft, and may have been
constructed as early as 1877. It was certainly in place in 1898. The top floor of this building was
converted to the electrician’s shop in 1931” (Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:11). Kuhn gives an alternate
construction date of 1935 for this structure (Kuhn 1990). An undated survey of buildings on the campus
attributes a construction date of 1876 for this building, and says that it was “renovated” in 1935, thus
possibly accounting for the confusion regarding its construction date (OPRHP files).

The detailing used in this structure is similar to that used in other structures built around the turn of the
century (c.1895-1910), and so it is likely that the construction dates provided by Higgins & Quasebarth
are more representative of its construction history. A one-story gabled brick masonry structure of
rectangular plan with exposed rafter tails, the principal elevation features a single large garage bay. The
interior is presently inaccessible.

Photo 32. Building 037, at left, looking south.
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Photo 33. Building 037, looking west-northwest.

Building 038

Amusement Hall. This building was constructed in 1906 to replace the original theater which was
located in the east wing of the administration building. (Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:11). Kuhn
alternately assigns 1905 as the construction date for this building (Kuhn 1990).

A photograph taken soon after the completion of the building demonstrates that it remains essentially
as constructed. The building consists of an assembly hall with hipped-gable roof, with attached gable-
roofed fly house and vestibules on the west and north elevations. The roof of the assembly hall features
a small copper ventilator in the form of a cupola. The exterior of the building is brick laid in common
bond with red mortar, and features limestone (or cast stone) details including rusticated key stones and
Georgian Revival detailing. The audience hall features exposed stained beams in its open ceiling. A stair
with embrasures, a decorative bronze lamp, and a raised terrace creates a formal approach and exterior
gathering space for this structure.

26



Hudson Heritage, Former Hudson River State Hospital Site, Town of Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County, New York
Structure Survey

Amusement Hall ¢1915

Figure 2. Building038, in a photograph from about 1915, looking east-southeast (HRSH Museum).
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Photo 35. Building 038, looking south.

Photo 36. Interior of Building 038, looking north-northeast, showing exposed trusses and interior finishes.
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Building 040

Work Control Center. Also known as the “Plant Facility” according to the 1990 SHPO memo (Kuhn
1990). “This building was constructed in 1900 as a store room and cold storage building for deliveries
via the railroad”, which had been extended to the hospital grounds the previous year. (Higgins &
Quasebarth 2005:11). Most recently this building was used as an office and drafting rooms for
engineers and architects involved in construction projects on the campus.

While initially constructed in 1900, this two-story brick building of rectangular plan was greatly altered
at a later date, perhaps in the 1930s or early 1940s. These alterations can be seen best when comparing
the west and east elevations of the building; the original gabled roof forms are retained in part on the
west elevation, while the south and east elevations were raised to a full two stories in height. The west
elevation retains, in addition, a substantial portion of the roof overhang constructed to shelter the
transfer of supplies from the trains. The interiors of this structure are simply finished; many spaces have
only painted brick walls, others have gypsum board partitions and dropped ceilings. Original ceiling
finishes, where they survive, consist of painted beaded boards. Staircases are steel with open steel
balusters (Photo 41).

Photo 37. Building 040, looking southwest.
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Photo 38. Building 040, looking east-southeast.

Photo 39. Building 040, looking north-northwest.
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Photo 40. Main stair of Building 040, looking east.

Building 041

Safety Department. This building was constructed as a bakery in 1905. It was enlarged at some date
after 1922 (Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:11). Alternately identified as the “Firehouse” and assigned a
construction date of 1903 (Kuhn 1990).

A two story gambrel-roofed building of rectangular form, with concrete foundation and sheathed with
brick, this structure has a central hall. The plan was altered by the insertion of numerous partitions at a
later date, possibly to facilitate its use as a firehouse.

Itis likely that the use of this building as a firehouse beginning in 1959 (according to the
Building/Structure Inventory form from 1980) is also responsible for substantial additions made to the
building at about that time. These consisted principally of the construction of a large gable-roofed
garage on the south side of the building, apparently to house firefighting equipment. Interior finishes
used in the older portion of the structure are plaster on lath and simple wood architraves; some of the
floors are covered with clay tile. The interior of the addition consists of the inside face of the masonry
exterior walls, painted.

The upper floors of this structure were not accessed; it appears that the third floor, which retains early
or original dormers, was occupied as well.
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Photo 41. Building 041, looking southeast.

Photo 42. Building 041, looking southwest. Photo by Hendrik Kam
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Photo 43. Main staircase of Building 041, looking south.

Building 042

Garage. Initially constructed as a blacksmith shop between 1898 and 1913 (Higgins & Quasebarth
2005:11). The Kuhn building inventory assigns a construction date of 1906 for this structure (Kuhn
1990).

This one-story hip-roofed brick masonry structure was, as Kuhn suggests, likely constructed about 1906.
It was modified sometime in the middle of the 20" century by an addition at the north end, which added
a long bay to the length of the building as well as a garage door at its north end. The 1980
Building/Structure Inventory form indicates that an “overhead door” was installed in 1965. The
photograph included in the form does not show this door, and depicts the building without the later
addition. A reasonable conclusion is that the photograph used in the form predates 1965, and that the
installation of the overhead door and addition were undertaken at the same time.

The original structure was built with brick masonry; the addition was constructed using concrete blocks
with an exterior facing of brick to match the earlier construction. The interior is undivided, and has
minimal finishes. The walls consist of the interior surface of the exterior walls, painted. The ceiling is in
the form of a coved dropped ceiling.
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Photo 44. Building 042, looking north-northeast.

Photo 45. Building 042, looking west.
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Photo 46. Interior of Building 042, looking north.

Building 043

Carpenter and Plumber Shops. Originally constructed as the carpentry shop and boiler, this building was
built in 1888. “A connecting corridor to the fan room was removed at an unknown date. An addition
was constructed in 1920” (Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:11). Kuhn attributes a construction date of 1870
to this structure (Kuhn 1990). The 1980 Building/Structure Inventory form attributes an 1870
construction date to this building, and calls it the “gas house.”

The earlier portions of this structure—constituting the first floor and some portions of the second floor,
are clearly 19" century in date, and match the detailing of the Administration Building and other
structures of the period on the campus. That said, given the fact that the aesthetic was maintained until
almost the end of the century for all new construction on the site, it has proven impossible within the
scope of this survey to determine whether it was built in 1870 or 1888. The “addition” referred to by
Higgins & Quasebarth involved a reconstruction of the entire building, with only portions of the second
floor and majority of the first floor retained, but with extensive alterations even to those parts which
were incorporated into the renovated structure. This is most clearly seen on the south elevation, where
now-closed window openings and changes in brick patterns, colors and mortar types reveal construction
episodes and alterations (Photo 48).

As altered in 1920, the building is a two-story brick masonry structure consisting of two rectangular
shaped pavilions with hipped roofs connected by a gable-roofed hyphen. The southern pavilion has a
projecting central section two bays wide, and containing the principal entrance on that elevation. Itis
flanked by one-story shed-roofed wings each with a central cross-gable roof centering on a window.
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This last detail appears to be one of the few holdovers from the earlier configuration of the building.
The interior of this structure is not presently accessible.

Photo 47. Building 043, looking north.
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Photo 49. Building 043, looking east-southeast at northern portion of the complex.
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Building 044
Building 044, an “outside pavilion” constructed in 1920, was demolished sometime between 1990 and
2005 (Kuhn 1990; Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:12).

Building 045

Mortuary. Constructed in 1896 according to the Kuhn inventory and the 1980 Building/Structure
Inventory form (Kuhn 1990). Alternately assigned a construction date of 1895, with a one-story addition
dating to 1921, illustrated in the annual report of that year (Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:12).

This structure is typical of the simplified forms and style—transitional between the style used in the
Administration building and others whose construction was initiated between 1869 and the 1880s and
the Colonial Revival style which became widely popular at the end of the 19'" century—which was
utilized for new construction on the campus from the 1890s into the early years of the next century.
The simple forms used in the hipped roof, its eaves with exposed rafter tails, and simple squared
window sills, but otherwise devoid of ornamentation—is typical for structures built on the site during
that period. This structure is two stories in height, T-shaped in plan, with a wing projecting to the south,
and is seven irregularly-spaced bays wide and six bays deep. A small open porch, its hipped roof
supported on two iron columns, shelters the main entry. The interior was inaccessible.

Photo 50. Building 045, the morgue, looking southwest.
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Photo 51. Building 045, looking north-northwest.

Building 046

A recreational pavilion. This structure has been razed.

Building 047

Staff Residence No. 21. Constructed in 1900, according to the Kuhn list and the 1980 Building/Structure
Inventory form (Kuhn 1990). Identified as being “in the general location of the farm house shown on the
Backus map” (Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:12).

While this structure may have been altered in 1900, examination of this building demonstrated it to be
clearly of earlier 19'" century construction, and thus it is likely to be the farm house depicted on the
Backus map. If so, it was originally constructed as a tenant farm house—one of three surviving—on the
Roosevelt estate and its construction predates 1867.

This story-and-a-half wood-framed dwelling has a truncated pyramidal roof with overhanging eaves and
shed-roofed dormers. Porches on its east and west elevations feature stick style detailing, and a porch
on its south side has Colonial Revival details. This last detail, and interior Colonial Revival features, were
probably the result of the 1900 alterations.

The interior of this structure is of typical vernacular finish, with Colonial Revival additions, including
corner cupboards. A substantial portion of the interior has collapsed due to failures in the roof.
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Photo 53. Building 047, looking west.
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Photo 54. Interior of Building 047, looking west.

Building 048
Staff Residence No. 23. Constructed in 1900, according to the Kuhn list (Kuhn 1990). Not on the Higgins
& Quasebarth list.

This structure, second of the three tenant farmhouses remaining on the site, was constructed ¢.1840.
This date is indicated by the Greek Revival detailing surviving in the house, and observed construction
details and technologies. Constructed initially as a conventional three-bay wide side-passage dwelling,
two rooms deep and two stories in height, a one-story gable-roofed wing was added to the north,
possibly ¢.1900, and a one-story covered porch with enclosed railing was added to the front (west)
elevation at about the same time. This gable-roofed vernacular house appears on the Backus map, to
the north of what is presently known as Building 047. The interior has partially collapsed due to failure
of the roof.
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Photo 56. Building 048, looking northwest.
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Photo 57. First floor interior of Building 048, showing main stair hall, looking east.
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Photo 58. Interior of Building 048, showing partial collapse.

Building 049
Storehouse and kitchen, constructed in 1955 (Kuhn 1990). Alternately identified as a bakery and
storehouse (Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:12).

This large concrete and brick structure is three stories in height, rectangular in plan, and has a flat roof.
The exterior features Georgian Revival detailing, including corner quoins and limestone stringcourses.
The principal interiors are paved with tile or terrazzo, and the walls are covered with tile, reflecting the
need to keep the interiors hygienic, and to subject them to frequent cleaning.
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Photo 59. Building 049, the bakery, looking northeast.

Photo 60. First floor interior of Building 049, looking north.
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Building 050

The 1980 Building/Structure Inventory form attributes an 1871 construction date to this portion of the
complex, and calls it a “laundry & tailor shop”. This structure is one of several service structures which
are connected to the Administration Building.

Photo 61. Building 050, looking southeast.

Building 051

Main Building, Administration Building. Built in 1871 (Kuhn 1990). Constructed in stages between 1868
and 1898, with later additions (Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:6-10). This structure and its associated
landscape were the work of Frederick Clarke Withers in association with Calvert Vaux.

The complex includes the Administration Building proper, sometimes referred to as the Kirkbride,
attached service buildings, and the attached pavilions constructed to house wards. A total of eight
pavilions were constructed between 1868 and 1898, with the original plan—of greater extent—
remaining unrealized. The eight pavilions (or “sections” as they were historically called, together with a
letter designation, A through G), housed two or three “wards” each—a ward being an administrative
unit, generally limited to one floor. Each of the structures in the complex were connected by a series of
internal corridors, with control points being located between the various pavilions.

Once completed the complex was maintained largely in its original configuration. Exceptions to this
include the completion of the attics in sections F and G to accommodate additional wards (possibly in
1896), and installation of fire escapes, between 1903 and 1941. Roofs were repaired between 1943 and
1946; it is thought that at this time many of the original dormers were removed. Wood porches were
removed beginning in 1947 (Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:8-9).
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The building was vacated in stages, beginning in 1975, with the north and south pavilions having been
unused since that time. Significant water damage has occurred in the patient wings since their having
been vacated, and a fire in 2007 did extensive damage to the southern range of pavilions, leaving much
of that part of the structure with only the masonry walls left standing.

The surviving interiors typically feature simple plaster on brick or plaster on lath finishes with pressed
steel ceilings. Public spaces, and those designated for visitors and the director, feature Minton tile
encaustic floors, colored glass windows, and bold woodwork.

Photo 62. Building 051, the administration building, looking northeast. Photo by Hendrik Kam.
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Photo 63. Building 051, looking southwest; one of the connectors joining the wards with the administration building.
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Photo 64. Building 051, looking northwest. This portion of the complex burned in 2007.
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Photo 65. Building 051, looking north toward the pavilions which burned in 2007.

Photo 66. Building 051, looking west-northwest at the pavilions to the south of the Administration Building.
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Building 054

This structure is identified as an “Outside Pavilion” on the Kuhn inventory and is assigned a construction
date of 1965 (Kuhn 1990). An alternate building history documents the installation of a merry-go-round
on the property to before 1908, and construction of an enclosure for it in 1919 (Higgins & Quasebarth
2005:12). They speculated that the present structure represents a modification to that enclosure. The
present structure is, in fact, on the same site that is shown to be that occupied by the carousel on early
20" century maps of the property. Building techniques used in the creation of this structure indicate an
early 20" century construction date; it is thus likely that this structure is the pre-1908 pavilion for the
carousel, which was later enclosed in 1919—those alterations having subsequently been removed.

Photo 67. Building 054, looking south-southwest.

Building 055

The Herman B. Snow Rehabilitation Center. Constructed in 1969, according to the Kuhn inventory (Kuhn
1990). Alternately assigned a construction date of 1974 (Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:12). Alternate
sources say that the building was opened in 1971.

When completed, this structure was considered to be a good example of the application of concrete to
the design of an institutional building, and its architect is said to have received an Excellence in Concrete
Construction award from the American Concrete Institute.
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The design of the Herman B. Snow Rehabilitation Center was influenced by the work of Louis Kahn, and
makes use of the repetition of elemental forms at various scales, similar to the work of that architect.
The diagonally bisected square serves as a theme throughout the building, and is repeated in special
divisions, structural elements and details throughout the complex. The building was constructed to
house library, gymnasium, bowling alley, café, theater, and other recreational facilities, as well as offices
for counselors. These spaces are arranged along an interior pedestrian street.

Photo 68. Building 055, the Herman B. Snow Rehabilitation Center, Looking northeast.

52



Hudson Heritage, Former Hudson River State Hospital Site, Town of Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County, New York
Structure Survey

Photo 69. Building 055, interior looking northwest in the gymnasium.

Photo 70. Building 055, interior of community space, looking northeast.
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Photo 71. Building 055, main corridor, looking northeast.

Building 056

Identified as a bus garage in the Kuhn inventory, which attributed a construction date of 1905 to the
structure (Kuhn 1990). Higgins & Quasebarth did not know when the building was constructed (Higgins
& Quasebarth 2005:12).

This three-bay wide gable-roofed masonry garage may have been constructed later than Kuhn suggests.
It may date as late as ¢.1950.
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Photo 73. Building 056, looking northwest.
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Building 089

Greenhouse. Constructed in 1897 (Kuhn 1990). Higgins & Quasebarth note that multiple greenhouses
were constructed and rebuilt in the vicinity of this structure since possibly before the establishment of
the hospital on the site (Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:12).

While it is possible that the potting shed portion of this complex may date to 1897, the details and
construction of the greenhouse point to a mid-20™" century construction date for that portion of the
structure. The potting shed is a one-story wood-framed vernacular building with shed roof; access to
the greenhouse is through a door in the south elevation of the potting shed, which itself serves as the
north wall of the greenhouse. The majority of the glass in the greenhouse is broken, although the
structure remains intact.

Photo 74. Building 089, a greenhouse, looking northwest. This view shows the attached potting shed.
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Photo 76. Building 089, interior looking south.
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Building 058

Staff cottage, constructed in 1897 according to the Kuhn inventory (Kuhn 1990). Identified as a
“farmer’s cottage” on the 1980 Building/Structure Inventory form. According to the Higgins &
Quasebarth report, this structure was referred to as the “farmer’s house near greenhouse” in the annual
reports, and that it was renovated in 1935 “for use by an officer and his family” (Higgins & Quasebarth
2005:12).

Close examination of this structure points to a mid-19%" century initial construction date; it is thus likely
that this served as a tenant farm house on the Roosevelt estate before establishment of the hospital on
this site. As originally constructed the small house featured a central hall with flanking rooms, a central
cross gable roof with flanking smaller gables, all with modified Gothic Revival trim. The alterations of
1935 included the addition—at the west—of a two-story enclosed porch, and a two story wing housing a
kitchen on the first floor and bedrooms on the second, to the east. The original one-and-a-half story
wood-framed house has a hipped roof; the 1935 frame addition has a gable roof.

The interior retains some detailing from the mid-19"" century, but was largely remodeled to reflect
domestic styles popular in the 1930s.

Photo 77. Building 058, a mid-19" century farmhouse converted to a staff house, looking south-southeast.
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Photo 78. Building 058, looking south-southwest.

Photo 79. Interior of Building 058, showing parlor, looking southeast.
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Photo 80. Interior showing kitchen, looking northwest.
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Photo 81. Interior of Building 058, main stair, looking south-southwest.

Building 059

Director’s Residence. Constructed in 1904, according to the Kuhn inventory and the 1980
Building/Structure Inventory form (Kuhn 1990). Higgins & Quasebarth accord with this construction
date, and claim that the house is “on the site of an older farmer’s cottage” (Higgins & Quasebarth
2005:13).

The design of this large two-and-one-half story brick masonry dwelling of irregular plan and massing
reflect those of the earlier Administration Building, but are simplified. Selection of this particular
aesthetic was likely adopted because the house can be seen from a public road, and is part of most
public views of the earlier structure from that road.
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Photo 82. Building 059, the Director’s house, looking southeast. Photo by Hendrik Kam
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Photo 83. Building 059, looking west-southwest.
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Photo 85. Building 059, fireplace in second floor bedroom, looking east.
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Photo 86. Building 059, main staircase, looking northeast.
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Photo 87. Building 059, typical attic bedroom.

Building 060

A garage, constructed in 1906. Razed sometime after 1999.

Building 061

Staff Residence No. 10. The Kuhn inventory assigns and the undated survey of structures on the campus
assign a construction date of 1867 to this building (Kuhn 1990; OPRHP files). Thought by Higgins &
Quasebarth to possibly predate the construction of the hospital (Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:13).

This structure is commonly referred to as the “farmhouse.” It suffered from a fire sometime between
2005 and 2014, and is in a poor state of preservation today, with much of the interior having been
destroyed (Photo 92).
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Photo 89. Building 061, looking west-northwest.
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Photo 90. Building 061, looking north-northwest.
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Photo 91. Building 061, interior view showing fire damage.

Building 062
A tool storehouse, constructed in 1900 (Chazen 1999). This building appears to have been razed.
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Building 067

“Brookside” initially constructed in 1929, and used to house patients with tuberculosis (Kuhn 1990).
Alternately described as an infirmary, and assigned a 1931 completion date (Higgins & Quasebarth
2005:13).

A two-story masonry structure with hipped roofs, Brookside consists of a central pavilion from which
four wings extend, two to the north and one each to the east and west.

Brookside represents another example of the application of Art Deco aesthetics to Georgian Revival
institutional architecture on the Poughkeepsie campus. Minimal projection of ornament and roof eaves,
stylization of traditional detailing including the frontispiece of the main entrance and central pavilion,
and brick patterns used to evoke traditional detailing. Mature spruce trees now surround the majority
of this structure; these plantings appear to be contemporary to the construction of the building and may
reflect contemporary ideas about fresh air cures.

Photo 92. Building 067, Brookside, looking northeast.
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Photo 93. Building 067, looking southwest.
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Photo 94. Building 067, main entrance detail, looking northwest.

Building 068
Staff House No. 3. Constructed in 1929 as a staff residence (Kuhn 1990). Described as one of four staff
dwellings “which appear to have been constructed in the early 1930s” (Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:13).

This structure, consisting of multiple apartments grouped to appear as a larger single-family residence,
is nearly identical to Building 012, thought to have been constructed in 1932 or 1935. Like that
structure, the design of Building 068 makes use of Georgian Revival vernacular domestic aesthetics,
modified by the generalizing tendencies of the Art Deco aesthetic, coming into favor as it was being
designed.
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Photo 96. Building 068, typical main staircase, looking west.
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Photo 97. Building 068, typical living room, looking east.

Photo 98. Building 068, typical attic space.
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Building 069
Avery Home. The Kuhn inventory ascribes a construction date of 1929 for this building (Kuhn 1990).
Alternately said to have been completed in 1931 as a home for nurses (Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:13).

Like Brookside (Building 067) and staff residences constructed during this period (Buildings 012 and
068), the Avery Home makes use of Georgian Revival detailing modified by the Art Deco aesthetic
popular in the late 1920s and early 1930s. The Avery home is a brick-faced masonry structure,
consisting of a three-story central pavilion with hipped roof, flanked by two-story flat-roofed wings. A
central flat-roofed three bay wide pavilion projects in center of the front elevation, which itself centers a
covered porch supported on trellises. The interior consists of a double-loaded corridor with rows of
small dormitory-style bedrooms. A principal design feature of the exterior is the large chimney on the
east elevation (Photo 101).

Photo 99. Building 069, Avery Home, looking southeast.
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Photo 100. Building 069, looking southwest.

Building 073
Library. Constructed in 1910 (Kuhn 1990). Alternately described as a museum, but originally used as a
library (Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:13).

This one-story temple-form building is perhaps the closest adherent to Georgian design on the HRSH
campus. Both gable elevations center large arched-window openings; the west elevation incorporates a
door into this feature. The flank elevations feature five regularly spaced rectangular windows. The
undivided interior has a paneled tin ceiling.
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Photo 101. Building 073, the library, looking northeast.
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Photo 102. Building 073, looking southwest.

Photo 103. Building 073, interior looking east.
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Building 085
“Stool Shed” according to the Kuhn inventory, this building was constructed in 1937 as a storage
building (Kuhn 1990). Not on the Higgins & Quasebarth inventory.

This structure, which shares some of its design cues with Building 088, may have been constructed as a
tool shed or potting shed. It is of conventional frame construction, despite its outward appearance,
which mimics log construction. It is one story in height, of rectangular plan, and has a gable roof.

Photo 104. Building 085, a storage shed, looking northeast.
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Photo 105. Building 085, interior looking northeast.
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Photo 106. Building 085, interior looking south.

Building 086
Staff Residence No. 19. Constructed in 1926, according to the Kuhn inventory (Kuhn 1990). Attributed
to the early 1930s by Higgins & Quasebarth (Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:13).

This single-family Colonial Revival dwelling is two stories in height, has brick-faced exterior walls, a gable
roof, and two one-story wood-frame wings with hipped roofs. The plan of the house features a center
passage and stair, with the parlor to the south and dining room located to the north of the hall. A one-
bay garage is located under the south wing (Photo 109).
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Photo 108. Building 086, looking west-northwest.
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Photo 109. Building 086, living room, looking west.

Photo 110. Building 086, dining room, looking west.
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Building 087
Garage. Constructed in 1926 (Kuhn 1990). Construction date unknown to Higgins & Quasebarth
(Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:13).

This one-story wood-framed structure is square in plan and has a pyramidal roof. The interior is
sheathed with beaded board. A one-story addition with a shed roof was added to this structure at an
early date, and appears to have served as a potting shed.

Photo 111. Building 087, a garage associated with the Director’s house, looking southeast.
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Photo 113. Building 087, view looking southeast into the garage.
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Building 088
Storage. Constructed in 1937 (Kuhn 1990). Construction date unknown to Higgins & Quasebarth
(Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:13).

This log-faced structure consists of a one-story gable-roofed building of rectangular plan. The interior
was inaccessible.

Photo 114. Building 088, a storage building, looking northeast.
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Photo 115. Building 088, looking east.

Building 057
A greenhouse. Constructed in 1940 according to the Kuhn inventory (Kuhn 1990). Construction date
unknown to Higgins & Quasebarth (Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:13).

] J

Photo 116. Building 057, a greenhouse, looking south-southeast.
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Photo 117. Building 057, interior, looking south.

Building 090

Golf Club. This structure was constructed in 1941 according to the Kuhn inventory (Kuhn 1990). The
golf course opened in 1937, and it is speculated by others that the structure may date as early as the
late 1930s (Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:13).

The building is a one-story wood-frame vernacular bungalow, with inset porch along its north elevation,
so placed to take advantage of a vista. The building has a gable roof and is sheathed with board and
batten siding. The interior was largely inaccessible.
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Photo 118. Building 090, the golf club, looking northeast.

Photo 119. Building 090, looking west along the inset porch.
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Photo 120. Building 090, typical interior, southeast corner room, looking west.

Building 090a

This structure does not appear on any inventory lists. It appears to have been constructed after 1990, as
a storage shed, and is associated with the golf club.

A one story wood-frame building with shed roof, this structure is sheathed with siding cut to appear like
log construction.
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Photo 121. Building 090a, a storage shed, looking north.

Buildings 091 (a and b)
Garages. Constructed in 1900 (Kuhn 1990). Construction date unknown to Higgins & Quasebarth
(Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:14).

These two balloon-framed gable-roofed garages are associated with staff housing (Buildings 47 and 48).
They were probably constructed in the first decade of the 20™" century, when the two former
farmhouses (Buildings 47 and 48) were renovated. The interiors are sheathed with horizontal beaded
board paneling. The roof of Building 091b has partially collapsed.
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Photo 123. Interior of Building 091a, looking northeast.
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Photo 124. Interior of Building 091b, looking northeast. The roof of this structure has partially collapsed.

Building 094

Pavilion, used for rehabilitation. Constructed in 1941 (Kuhn 1990). Not on Higgins & Quasebarth
inventory. Identified as a “tenant residence” on a map of the site dating to 1999. This structure no
longer exists.

Building 098
Cheney Building. Constructed as a hospital and inpatient center in 1952 (Kuhn 1990). Construction said
to have begun in 1950 (Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:14).

The Clarence O. Cheney Memorial Building, as it was initially known, was dedicated on 12 June 1952
(American Journal 1953:232).

A ten story concrete masonry structure with flat roofs, this U-shaped building with six projecting wings
was designed using a version of Georgian Revival style which was heavily influenced by Art Deco and
Moderne styles. The resulting building is reduced to elemental forms, with details given minimal
projection from the face of the building. Although constructed c.1950-52, the design—by John B.
Peterkin—was complete by 1945 (Architectural Record 1945).

92



Hudson Heritage, Former Hudson River State Hospital Site, Town of Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County, New York
Structure Survey

Photo 125. Building 098, the Cheney Building, looking southeast. Photo by Henrik Kam.

Photo 126. Building 098, looking northeast.
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Photo 127. Main entrance to building 098, looking north-northeast.

Building 099
Auto repair shop. Constructed in 1930 (Kuhn 1990). Construction date unknown to Higgins &
Quasebarth (Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:14).

This structure is substantially razed, with only one wall currently standing. The timberframe
construction indicates an initial date of construction in the mid-19" century. It is likely to have been
originally constructed as an outbuilding associated with one of the tenant farms on the property, the
frame having been repurposed for use as a garage at a later date.
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Photo 128. View looking east of remaining wall of Building 099.

Building 110
Storage Building. Constructed in 1922 (Kuhn 1990). Alternately described as constructed “after 1922
(or possibly moved from another location)” (Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:14).

This one-story wood-frame building with gable entry features details—including the stick-style door
overhang and the fish-scale shingle treatment of the pediment—which suggest an initial construction
date of c.1895 for this structure. Its interior is faced with beaded boards and is undivided. Its original
use is presently unknown.
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Photo 130. Building 110, looking southwest.
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Photo 131. Interior of Building 110, looking southeast.

Building 147
Staff Residence No. 5. Constructed in 1954 (Kuhn 1990). Construction date unknown to Higgins &
Quasebarth (Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:14).

Architectural drawings for Buildings 147, 148 and 149 are dated April 1950. They were designed by, or
under the superintendence of, State Architect Cornelius J. White. They are identified in contract
documents as “Standard Staff Housing”. Each is a two-story wood-framed single family dwelling of
rectangular plan with a hipped roof and attached single-car garage. The interiors are arranged in a
traditional center passage plan, and the design throughout makes use of modified Greek revival details.

97



Hudson Heritage, Former Hudson River State Hospital Site, Town of Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County, New York
Structure Survey

Photo 133. Building 147, looking west.
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Photo 134. Building 147, looking east-northeast.

Building 148
Staff Residence No. 6. Constructed in 1954 (Kuhn 1990). Construction date unknown to Higgins &
Quasebarth (Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:14). See notes for Building 147.

Photo 135. Building 148, looking west-southwest.
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Building 149

Staff Residence No. 7. Constructed in 1954 (Kuhn 1990). Construction date unknown to Higgins &
Quasebarth (Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:14). See notes for Building 147.

3

Photo 136. Buildings 147, 148 and 149, looking west.

Building 152
Greenhouse. According to Kuhn, this structure was built in 1867 (Kuhn 1990). Not on Higgins &
Quasebarth inventory list.

The construction techniques and materials (which include Portland cement, cinder blocks, and
galvanized aluminum) used in the construction of this structure are strongly indicative of a build date in
the 20" century. Details, including the exposed rafter tails in the eaves and entry porch, suggest a
construction date between 1910 and 1930. With the exception of broken glazing, it is in a good state of
preservation.
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Photo 137. Building 152, a greenhouse, looking east.
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Photo 138. Entry to Building 152, looking southeast.
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Photo 139. Building 152, looking southwest.

Building 152a

This structure is not included in Kuhn’s inventory or on the Higgins & Quasebarth inventory.
It consists of a slab on grade, a chain-link fence enclosure and two transformers, and dates to the last
quarter of the 20" century.
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Photo 140. Building 152a, looking northwest.

Building 153
Garage. Constructed in 1960 according to Kuhn's inventory (Kuhn 1990). Construction date unknown to
Higgins & Quasebarth (Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:14).

This two-bay wide brick masonry garage has a hipped roof, now partially collapsed. This structure was
likely constructed about 1935, when the dwelling it is associated with (Building 058) was renovated.
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Photo 142. Interior of Building 153, looking north.
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Building 154
Tool shed. According to Kuhn, this structure was built in 1937 (Kuhn 1990). Not on Higgins &
Quasebarth inventory.

A one-story wood-frame structure of square plan and balloon-frame construction, this gable-roofed
structure has an undivided and unfinished interior.

Photo 143. Building 154, a tool shed, looking east.

Building 155
Garage. Constructed in 1960 according to the Kuhn inventory (Kuhn 1990). Construction date unknown
to Higgins & Quasebarth (Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:14).

The style of construction of this two-bay garage matches that of its associated staff house (Building 086).
It is of similar form to Building 153, a garage associated with Building 058, and may have been
constructed at the same time, c. 1935.
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Photo 144. Building 155, looking north-northeast.

Building 163

Rest room. This structure is not on the Kuhn inventory or the inventory of Higgins & Quasebarth. It was
razed at an unknown date.

Building 164

Garage constructed in 1901 (Chazen 1999). This structures has been razed.

Building 166

Refreshment Stand. Constructed in 1932 according to the Kuhn inventory (Kuhn 1990). Constructed in
1910 as “the trolley waiting room” for the service established by the City of Poughkeepsie in that year
(Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:14).

A one-story masonry structure of rectangular plan with hipped gable roof and projecting center entry
bay. The interior was inaccessible.
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Photo 146. Building 166, looking southeast.
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Building 169
Garage. Constructed in 1920 according to the Kuhn inventory (Kuhn 1990). Construction date unknown
to Higgins & Quasebarth (Higgins & Quasebarth 2005:14).

A one-story single-bay garage of rectangular plan, with a hipped roof. Although the interior had no
formal finishes, it was heated, as evidenced by the early cast iron radiators and insulation that remains
in place. This structure is associated with Building 029, a staff residence.

Photo 147. Building 169, a garage, looking northeast.
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Photo 148. Building 169, interior looking north.
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Other site features

In addition to the standing structures on the site, cultural resources include a series of roads, plantings,
and other landscape elements associated with the “Olmstead” landscape plan and subsequent work,
associated with later site development.

Photo 149. Post at main entry.
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Photo 151. Another view of a carriage road.
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Photo 152. Typical vista across great lawn, looking at the Kirkbride (Administration building).

Photo 153. A second view looking across the great lawn to the Administration building.
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Photo 154. View from the Administration building, looking west, across the river.
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