
TOWN OF POUGHKEEPSIE 
TOWN HALL   

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING 
JUNE 08, 2011  

7:00 P. M. 
SUMMARY 

 
PRESENT:  Supervisor Myers  ABSENT: Councilman Leck er 
  Councilman Conte    Councilman Eagleton 
  Councilman Cifone   Councilman Krakower 
  Councilman Tancredi 
  Town Attorney Nelson 
  Town Clerk Miller 

 
AGENDA ITEMS 

 
06:08-COW1 NOTIFICATION Occupations, Inc. (Group Home)   
  (SUPERVISOR Alia Court 
  MYERS)    Supervisor Myers explained to the residents of 
Alia Court in the audience that the Town Board has 3 options dealing with group 
homes in neighborhoods. “We can say, “Ok”, we can suggest a different site 
somewhere else in the Town, which the organization then has to say if it meets 
their standards, or we can offer proof that there are already numerous other 
group homes in that immediate area and that it would be detrimental to have this 
home.  Those are the only parameters to deny this. She then introduced James 
DeStefano, President & Chief Executive Officer of Occupations, Inc., and asked  
for comments from the audience.   
 
The residents in the audience expressed their some of their concerns if the 
residents moved into their neighborhood about noise, traffic, danger to their 
families, effect on home values and invasion of privacy. 
 
James DeStefano introduced his co-workers: Janine Cisco, Taconic DDSO, who 
is in Site Development; Joanne Gosic, Development Director of Occupations, 
and Amy Winchell, Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer and 
Executive Director of Family Empowerment Counsel for our System of Care.  
Janine Cisco spoke on the process and James DeStefano spoke on the 
occupations.  Joanne Gosic spoke about the residents.  There will be 6 women 
moving into the home on Alia Court.  They are all in the 50 to 60 year age range.  
One has a visual impairment, two have ambulation issues with the need for a 
ramp, and all the women have been living together in an institution for some time 
at the Developmental Center.  There will be 3 direct support staff on at the home 
with 1 supervisory staff. Two overnight staff will be awake at all times. 
 
 

(OVER) 
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Usually these homes are not a detriment to the neighborhood and generate very 
few complaints.  Real estate agents report that there is no negative affect in the 
value of the neighborhood. The Town Board reassured the residents that upon 
any complaints the Councilmen would pursue the correcting of any wrong. 
 
06:08-COW2 PRESENTATION Grinnell Library 
  (SUPERVISOR Jessica Gonzalez, Executive Director of  
  MYERS)    Grinnell Library, came to appeal to the Town  
Board to still provide the Library with $50,000 a year toward the $622,000.00 
total budget.  Ms. Gonzalez presented a slide show to show how they use the 
funding from the Town to serve the Town residents at the Library. She said, 
“Please don’t disregard us when you are making your decisions for the budget of 
2012.  It does make a big difference.” 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
1. FINANCE      Krakower, Tancredi & Lecker 

COUNCILMAN KRAKOWER: Absent  
 
2. FIRE ADVISORY     Conte , Lecker, Splain & 
       Fire Officials (Arlington, New  

      Hamburg, Fairview) 
COUNCILMAN CONTE: No Report 
 

3. GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS  Eagleton, Cifone & Lecker 
COUNCILMAN EAGLETON: Absent 

 
4. LAND USE & PLANNING   Krakower, Tancredi & Cifone  

COUNCILMAN KRAKOWER: Absent 
  
5. PERSONNEL    Cifone, Eagleton & Conte 

COUNCILMAN CIFONE: No Report 
 
6. RECREATION    Tancredi,  Cifone, Conte & 
 (Including Town Day)   Meyering  

COUNCILMAN CIFONE: Next week I will be sharing with  the Board 
information about Fairview Park. We have a group of  volunteers that would 
like to build a pavilion on the blacktop for a publ ic amphitheater in memory 
of Cliss Killmire, who was  a resident of Fairview,  and so I will bring in the 
plans next week for approval. 

 
 

 
(NEXT PAGE) 
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SUPERVISOR MYERS: I believe that for Peach Hill the re was $500.00 
left over in the outstanding grants that they just told us about.  So we will 
have an extra $500.00 to use for Peach Hill.  That closes out the grant.  That 
was a nice surprise.  
 
7. SENIOR CITIZENS    Tancredi , Krakower & Conte 

COUNCILMAN TANCREDI: No report 
 
8. TECHNOLOGY & EQUIPMENT  Lecker, Eagleton & Krakower  

COUNCILMAN LECKER: Absent 
 

9. WATER, SEWER, HIGHWAY  Eagleton , Lecker & Conte 
(INFRASTRUCTURE)  

 COUNCILMAN EAGLETON: Absent 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
06:08-ES1  ADJOURN TO   To Enter Executive Session To  
 EXECUTIVE SESSION   Consider Following Matters: 
      A.  Litigation - To Discuss Litigation  
           Strategy In The Case Known As 
           Ginsberg 

CARRIED  4 – 0 
 

TOWN BOARD INVITED DONALD BEER, TOWN ENGINEER, TO J OIN 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
TOWN BOARD ENTERED EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
TOWN BOARD RETURNED TO COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETI NG  

AT 9:05 P. M. 
 

NO ACTION TAKEN IN OR FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING CLOSED AT 9:06 P. M.  
 
 
 
 


